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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 2, 2000, at 12:30 p.m.

The Senate met at 10:01 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore [Mr. THURMOND].

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Gracious Lord, our hearts are filled
with an attitude of gratitude for the
gifts of life: intellect, emotion, will,
strength, fortitude, and courage. We
are privileged to live in this free land
You have so richly blessed.

You have created each of us to know,
and love, and serve You. Thanksgiving
is the memory of our hearts. You have
shown us that gratitude is the parent
of all other virtues. Without gratitude,
our lives miss the greatness You in-
tended, and we remain proud, self-cen-
tered, and limited. Thanksgiving is the
thermostat of our souls opening us to
the inflow of Your Spirit and the real-
ization of even greater blessings.

We also thank You for the problems
that make us more dependent on You
for guidance and strength. When we
have turned to You in the past, You
have given us leadership skills that we
needed. Thank You, Lord, for taking us
where we are with all our human weak-
nesses, and using us for Your glory.
May we always be distinguished by the
immensity of our gratitude for the way
that You pour out Your wisdom and vi-
sion when we humbly call out to You
for help. We are profoundly grateful.
You are our Lord and Saviour. Amen.

Senate

MONDAY, MAY 1, 2000

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable CRAIG THOMAS, a Sen-
ator from the State of Wyoming, led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from Wyoming is recognized.

———

SCHEDULE

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, for the
information of all Senators, following
morning business, the Senate will
begin consideration of S. 2, the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Re-
authorization Act. It is expected that
this legislation will consume most of
the week. However, by previous con-
sent, on Tuesday morning the Senate
will begin debate on overriding the
President’s veto of the nuclear waste
bill. As a reminder, the vote on the
veto override has been scheduled for
3:15 p.m. on Tuesday.

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
begin a period of morning business
until 1 p.m. today, with the time equal-
ly divided in the usual form, with Sen-
ators speaking for up to 5 minutes

each, with the following exception:
Senator THOMAS or his designee from
10:30 to 11 a.m.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
THOMAS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

PHARMACY BENEFITS FOR
MILITARY RETIREES

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I
thank the distinguished chairman of
the Senate Armed Services Committee,
Mr. WARNER, as well as my colleagues
on the committee, Senator LEVIN, our
ranking member, and especially Sen-
ator SNOWE, for their efforts in doing
the right thing for our Medicare-eligi-
ble military retirees.

Today, there was introduced in the
Senate, on behalf of Senator WARNER,
legislation that will have an extremely
positive impact on our military retir-
ees and their ability to acquire pre-
scription drugs. This is enormously im-
portant for our retirees and will be
strongly supported in this body. Hope-
fully, it will be a part of the defense
authorization bill that will come to the
floor in the next few weeks.
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